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In our article titled “Caring for people living with dementia and their informal caregivers:
Current perspectives in Malaysia” published in this journal (Malaysian Family Physician
(2024;19:69)),' we would like to bring to the readers attention to certain discrepancies that have
come to light.

The authors received feedback highlighting misreport of certain information in the
aforementioned article. Specifically, on “Gap 2: Systemic challenges in primary care settings
hinder the provision of comprehensive dementia care” (page 3), the sentences “Another
commonly reported barrier is time constraints. At outpatient clinics in Malaysia, the average
doctor-patient consultation time spans from 10 to 20 minutes. [21]” may be misleading. The
original literature by Ahmad, Khairatul & Farnaza (2017)* was not a nationwide study; rather,
the study was conducted among the patients in one primary healthcare clinic in Malaysia.
Hence, to clarify this misleading information, we have corrected the original sentences to:
“Another commonly reported barrier is time constraints. A study conducted at a primary
healthcare clinic in Malaysia revealed the average doctor-patient consultation time to span from
10 to 20 minutes. [21]”.

Another feedback on misreport was found in “Gap 4: The lack of awareness about dementia
restricts help-seeking behaviour” (page 4). The sentence “Nonetheless, a recent cross-sectional
study revealed that 92.8% of older adults in Malaysia, including those at risk of developing
mild cognitive impairment, had low dementia awareness. [28]” might be misleading. The
original literature by Ali, J&afar, Krishnan et al. (2023)? was not a nationwide study; rather, the
survey was conducted among the elderly patients in one university-based primary care clinic in
Malaysia. Hence, this sentence has been corrected to: “Nonetheless, a recent cross-sectional study
revealed that 92.8% of older adults from a university-based primary care clinic in Malaysia,
including those at risk of developing mild cognitive impairment, had low dementia awareness.
(28]”

We acknowledge the oversight in not explicitly clarifying the study populations of the respective
publications in our article. We assure our readers that the rest of the information reported in our
article remain accurate to the sources.
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